English Language Arts Course Outline
J.H. Picard School
Mme. Warawa-Klein & Mme. Whalen
Basic Aims
· Understand and appreciate the significance and artistry of literature
· Understand and appreciate language and its use for a variety of purposes and in a variety of situations for communication, personal satisfaction and learning
Learner Outcomes
· Explore thoughts, ideas, feelings and experiences 
· Comprehend literature and other texts in oral, print, visual and multimedia forms, and respond personally, critically and creatively
· Manage ideas and information 
· Create oral, print, visual and multimedia texts, and enhance the clarity and artistry of communication
· Respect, support and collaborate with others
Course Description
· Divided into thematic units containing a variety of text: non-fiction, short stories, poetry, Shakespearean drama, modern drama, film study and the study of longer literature 
· Assignments developed around six strands: reading, writing, speaking, listening, viewing and representing
As your teacher, my goals are for your success in achieving the highest level of competency in English Language Arts.  I am committed to doing my part and for you to be successful and demonstrate continuous growth in your English language competencies; the following expectations are a must from you, the student.

In order to have a positive classroom learning environment students must:

· be in class on time with the appropriate materials.
· hand in all assignments on time.
· complete ALL assignments with the highest quality and best work they can produce.
· be able to discuss the assigned materials in class either through spoken or written analysis. 

The ELA Class is an engaging and rich learning environment where students:

· must always have a novel to read. If you are finished the assigned novel/text, you need to bring a novel of your choice. 
· follow instructions the first time they are given.
· treat everyone and everything in the classroom with respect. 
· maintain a respectful and attentive silence during prayer, announcements, a lesson, discussion or exam situation (this includes in class essays). 
· respect the seating plans made by the teacher.
· respect others by raising their hand to speak. 
· communicate with the teacher at all times and never leave the class without permission.


Assessment:
· A wide range of assessment information is used in the development of a student’s final grade.  At École J.H. Picard, individualized assessments provide specific information regarding student progress and overall performance in class.  Student assessment may vary from student to student to adapt for differences in student needs, learning styles, preferences, and paces.  It should also be noted that not all assignments are used to determine the final grade. 
Grading:
	All ELA 10 level courses:

	Course Work-75%
	Performance Assessments 22%
Written Assessments 38%
Tests 15%

	Final Exam-25%
	15%-Written Response
10%-Reading Comprehension



	All ELA 20 level courses:

	Course Work-70%
	Performance Assessment 21%
Written Assessments 35%
Tests 14%

	Final Exam-30%
	15%-Written Response
15%-Reading Comprehension




	All ELA 30 level courses:

	Course Work-50%
	Performance Assessment 22%
Written Assessments 38%
Tests 15%
Final Exam 25%

	Final Diploma Exams-50%
	25% - Part A – Written Response
25% - Part B – Reading Comprehension



	REPORTING AND GRADES

Both formative and summative forms of assessment are practiced. Formative assessment is an important part of the learning process. It involves specific and immediate feedback related to the objectives addressed by the final evaluation tasks. Summative assessment considers the outcomes established by the provincial program of studies and measures the student’s progress towards attaining these outcomes.
Although each report card presents the learning outcomes targeted during the semester, these outcomes continue to be addressed throughout the course.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Parents/Guardians are encouraged to check child’s grades on PowerSchool regularly and contact their child’s teacher if they have any questions or concerns. 

Ashley.Warawa@ecsd.net                       Erin.Ochoa@ecsd.net

 





The ELA class regarding food and beverages have the following guidelines for students:

· No food allowed in the classroom. Leave your food (including candy and snacks) in your locker.
· You may bring drinks into the class because keeping your body replenished with fluids is good for your learning.  All drink bottles, mugs or cups must have a secured lid. Students will be responsible for replacing damaged books or goods.  

Cell Phones and Electronic Devices
.
· As per school policy, cell phones and electronic devices are to be used only for educational purposes during class time.  Therefore, unless students are using their cell phones or electronic devices with permission of their teacher for a learning activity, the phones/electronic devices should be silent and out of sight.  Inappropriate use of cell phones or electronic devices will result in removal and turning them into administration. 

Music

· Students are allowed to listen to music on their own personal devices, during silent work time only. This does not apply to exams. During a class lecture or discussion you will be expected to put your earphones out of sight. If students are not using their devices responsibly, they will be turned into administration.


Assignment Completion Policy:
· Assignment completion is not an option as all assignments must be completed. To plan, respect deadlines, and to be prepared are habits which will bring you the best results.  Students need to be responsible to communicate with their teacher at all times regarding assignments and if a deadline cannot be met, this communication shows respect to your teacher and must be communicated in advance of the deadline.  Students will be withheld from extra-curricular activities or stay afterschool to complete missed assignments in this case parents will be notified and administration involved.  

· In English class, your authentic work is necessary in order for you to build your English competencies.  Plagiarism is not authentic work and is very hurtful to your own development in ELA.  Copying from another source is a serious offense and will never be accepted nor will plagiarized work be graded.  



Together we will work hard to bring you success in your English Language Arts competencies.   We look forward to an enjoyable journey through literature which connects us to personal experiences, other literature forms, and to the world around us.




