Clauses

Independent Clauses:

An independent clause is a group of words that can stand alone because it expresses one complete thought.  It has a subject and a predicate and can either stand alone as a single sentence, or be part of a larger sentence.

The formula for an independent clause is:

subject + predicate = one complete thought




Examples:

I ran.  
The bird is sitting on its nest.

Dependent Clauses:

Dependent clauses cannot stand on their own as a sentence because they do not express a complete thought.  

There are two types of dependent clauses: subordinate and relative.  

One way to make identifying dependent clauses easier is to learn the pronouns and conjunctions that always introduce them.  

Relative clauses are always introduced by a relative pronoun or adverb and subordinate clauses are always introduced by subordinate conjunctions.  

Use this table to help you identify dependent clauses in sentences:

	Relative Pronouns

	That
	Which
	Whichever
	Who
	Whoever

	Whom
	Whose
	Whosoever
	Whomever
	

	Subordinate Conjunctions

	After
	Although
	As
	As if
	As long as

	Because 
	Before
	Even though 
	If
	In order

	In order that
	Rather than
	Since 
	So
	So that 

	Than
	That 
	Though 
	Until
	Unless

	Where
	When
	Whether
	While
	Once


 
The most common form of a dependent clause is the subordinate clause.  It contains a predicate and is introduced by a subordinate conjunction.

The formula for a subordinate clause is:

subordinate conjunction + subject + predicate = incomplete thought




Examples:

when it rains

before the class began

The second form of dependent clause is the relative clause.  These clauses begin with a relative pronoun. 

They have two formulas:

relative pronoun + subject + predicate = incomplete thought



 OR
relative pronoun as subject + predicate = incomplete thought




Examples:

that I carried across the stream
whoever took the last cookie

Practice:

Read each clause and decide if the clause is dependent or independent and write it on the line. 

1.  the baby snuggled into the blanket 		______________________________

2.  while they were waiting for the bus		______________________________

3.  since we were there anyway			______________________________

4.  Josh ran for the bus				______________________________



Sentence Variety

Effective writing includes a variety of sentences, both short and long.  Having too many short sentences causes a piece of writing to sound choppy, while having too many long sentences tires the reader.  If you find that you have a number of long sentences in a row, try adding a short sentence, or splitting one of the longer sentences in two.  If you find that you have a series of short sentences, add a longer sentence, or combine some of the shorter sentences together to make one long one.  There are four different forms of sentences.  Effective writers use them in combination.  

Simple Sentence: 

Simple sentences are the first sentence that you wrote when you first learned how to write.  They are comprised of only one independent clause.  They contain no dependent clauses.  

Example:

The baby would be lost without its pacifier.

There are no relative or subordinating conjunctions in this sentence, so we know that there are no dependent clauses in it.  

Compound Sentence:

Compound sentences contain more than one independent clause.  The independent clauses are combined using a comma and a coordinating conjunction or a semicolon.  Compound sentences do not contain any dependent clauses.  

Coordinating conjunctions: for, and, nor, but, or, yet, or so 

There are only seven coordinating conjunctions, and they are easy to memorize if you use the acronym FANBOYS.

Example: 

Justin went to Cuba, but he wished he had gone to Mexico.  

Two independent clauses – Justin went to Cuba and he wished he had gone to Mexico – are linked by a comma and the coordinating conjunction but.  There are no dependent clauses.  

Compound Sentence Formula 1:

independent clause + comma (,) + coordinating conjunction + independent clause = correct sentence





Will is the best bowler; Andy is the worst bowler.


Will is the best bowler; Andy is the worst bowler.

Two independent clauses – Will is the best bowler and Andy is the worst bowler – are linked by a semicolon.  There are no dependent clauses.

Compound Sentence Formula 2:

independent clause + semicolon (;) + independent clause = correct sentence





Practice:
Form compound sentences by joining the simple sentences with a comma and a coordinating conjunction.

1. I looked for my homework on my desk.  I forgot to look on the kitchen table.

______________________________________________________________________________

2.  The homework is due today.  Mr. Ayers does not like late assignments.

______________________________________________________________________________


Complex Sentence:

A complex sentence is a sentence that contains one independent clause and one or more dependent clauses. Both clauses have a subject and a predicate, but a dependent clause needs the independent clause to form a complete thought.

Example:

If you take the car, fill it up with gas.  

The subordinate conjunction if introduces the dependent clause If you take the car.  There is only one independent clause: fill it up with gas.  Therefore, this is a complex sentence.  

Example:

Independent Clause		The football game has been cancelled. 	
Dependent Clause		because a storm is coming
Complex Sentence	The football game has been cancelled because a storm is coming.
Complex Sentence	Because a storm is coming, the football game has been cancelled.




Complex Sentence Formulas:

Independent clause + dependent clause = correct sentence

OR
Dependent clause + comma (,) + independent clause = correct sentence











Practice:

Circle the independent clause and underline the dependent clause in these complex sentences.

1.  The coach called all of the players after he heard the weather forecast.

2.  The visiting team could not come because they were already snowed in.

3.  After our game was cancelled, I checked the television listings.

Compound-Complex Sentences:

A compound-complex sentence is a sentence that contains at least two independent clauses and at least one dependent clause.  The independent clauses in the sentence are linked using a comma and a coordinating conjunction, or a semicolon.

Example:


                                              Independent clause		       Independent clause


After Mom arrived, she put the disk in the DVD player, and we watched a great movie.
 

  Dependent clause		           	    

We decided that the movie was too violent, but our children, who like to watch scary movies, thought that we were wrong.

· independent clause: "We decided that the movie was too violent" 

· independent clause: "(but) our children thought that we were wrong"

· dependent clause: who like to watch scary movies
Although I like to go camping, I haven't had the time to go lately, and I haven't found anyone to go with.

· independent clause: "I haven't had the time to go lately"

· independent clause: "I haven't found anyone to go with"

· dependent clause: "Although I like to go camping... "

Compound- Complex Sentences:

 It may help you to think of a compound-complex sentence as a compound sentence plus a dependent clause. Actually, the compound-complex sentence joins two sentences, at least one of which has a dependent clause.  

You can also think of a compound-complex sentence as a compound sentence where one of the sentences in the compound sentence is a complex sentence. 

Practice:

Single underline the independent clauses and double underline the dependent clauses in the following sentences. On the line, write whether the sentence is complex or compound-complex. 

1.  While washing the car, Todd slipped on the soap, and he fell.


________________________

2. Dad takes the train to work even though he has a car.


________________________

3. Although Monica had a cold, she went to school because she had a test.


________________________


4. Even though his heart pounded with dread, Ben bolted up the stairs, and he checked out the strange noise.


______________________


Correcting Run-On Sentences and Comma Splices

Two or more independent clauses that are run together without the correct punctuation or a connecting word are called a run-on sentence. A run-on sentence is a grammatically incorrect sentence.

Examples:

We can see the lighthouse we can’t see the keeper.

Your brain is an amazing organ you could not read without it.

There are five ways to correct a run-on sentence:

Method #1:
You can correct a run-on sentence by separating the independent clauses and forming simple sentences.

	Examples:
	
	We can see the lighthouse. We can’t see the keeper.
	
	Your brain is an amazing organ.  You could not read without it.

Method #2:
Another way to correct a run-on sentence is to make it into a compound sentence by adding a comma and a coordinating conjunction.  

	Examples:

	We can see the lighthouse, but we can’t see the keeper.
	
	Your brain is an amazing organ, and you could not read without it.

Method #3:
Another way to correct a run-on sentence is to make it into a compound sentence by adding a semicolon.

	Examples:

	We can see the lighthouse; we can’t see the keeper.

	Your brain is an amazing organ; you could not read without it.

Method #4:
Another way to correct a run-on sentence is to make it into a compound sentence by adding a semicolon and adding a transition word plus a comma.
Examples of transition words:
	therefore
	consequently

	thus
	furthermore

	however
	also

	nevertheless
	in addition


	Examples:
We can see the lighthouse; however, we can’t see the keeper.

	Your brain is an amazing organ; consequently, you could not read without it.

Method #5:
Another way to correct a run-on sentence is to make it into a complex sentence by adding a subordinating conjunction. If you make the first sentence dependent, remember to add a comma after the dependent clause.  

Examples:

Although we can see the lighthouse, we can’t see the keeper.

Your brain is an amazing organ because you could not read without it.

1.  The brain is surrounded by three membranes the skull encloses the brain and these three membranes.

Method #1 or #3: _____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________   

2. The brain reaches its full size by the time a person is twenty at that time, it weighs about one-and-a-half kilograms.

Method #2: _______________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

3.  The brain helps a person see, hear, touch, smell, and taste it makes it possible for one to remember and forget, talk and write, and feel emotions.

Method #4: ______________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________

Correcting Comma Splices:
A comma splice is a run-on sentence in which two or more independent clauses are linked together using a comma.  A comma splice is a grammatically incorrect sentence.
	
Examples:
	Jordan loved to read, he never really had the time to finish a book.
	We spent the day at the mall, we went to every store.

There are four ways to fix a comma splice:

Method #1:
Make the sentence into two sentences by replacing the comma with a period.

	Examples:
Jordan loved to read. He never really had the time to finish a book.
	We spent the day at the mall. We went to every store.

Method #2:
Add a coordinating conjunction after the comma.

Examples:
	
Jordan loved to read, but he never really had the time to finish a book.

	We spent the day at the mall, and we went to every store.

Method #3:
Replace the comma with a semicolon, with or without a transitional phrase.

Examples:
	
Jordan loved to read; he never really had the time to finish a book.

Jordan loved to read; however, he never really had the time to finish a book.

We spent the day at the mall; we went to every store.
	
We spent the day at the mall; in addition, we went to every store.





Method #4:
Rewrite the sentence so that one of the independent clauses becomes dependent. Remember to remove the comma if the dependent clause comes after the independent clause.

Examples:
	
Although Jordan loved to read, he never really had the time to finish a book.
	Since we spent the day at the mall, we went to every store.
	Jordan loved to read even though he never really had the time to finish a book.
	We spent the day at the mall since we went to every store.


For comma splices, there is no single option that is considered best.  You will have to choose whatever method you feel is the best based on the specific sentence that you are fixing.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Practice:

Rewrite each sentence and correct the comma splice using the method indicated.

1.  The statue of Christopher Columbus in Barcelona is supposed to show Columbus pointing to America, he is actually pointing in the opposite direction! (Semicolon and transitional phrase)
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

2.  According to myth, Lot’s wife was told not to look back as she left her home, when she did, she turned into a pillar of salt. (Period)
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

3.  The emperor Caligula was completely insane, he actually made his horse a senator. (Comma and conjunction)
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

4. Kevin really wanted to go to the party, he had not finished his homework. (Rewrite with dependent clause)
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

